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“To be an Ambassador”, by Mrs Patricia Mavhandu, Wednesday, the 01st of February 2012.
Scripture Reading: Esther 4:13-17 “13 And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: "Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king's palace any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" 15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai: 16 "Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!" 17 So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther commanded him.” NKJV.
You must free yourself from the past before you can become an ambassador. Esther was raised by Mordecai, her parents had passed away. Mordecai raised her until she had become of age for marriage. Her suffering as an orphan gave her a background that contributed to her becoming a good wife. We can say that as a child she did long for the love of a mother. 
Many may say that Esther was not fitting to be the wife of a king. The same might be said of you, that having regard to your background, you are not worthy of the position or something that God has placed in your life. Before God, all is worthy and it is as it should be. 
When Esther was chosen she was adorned with spices, etc Esther was a beautiful woman but after all the processes at the palace to prepare her to be queen, she was more beautiful.

Things started to go wrong when Mordecai refused to worship Haman and then there was a plot to ensure that Mordecai and all the Jews should be killed. We must never despair as we know our God is always with us and for us.
Esther had seven maids attending her needs with her special beauty treatments. Jesus Christ allowed His blood to be shed so that His precious blood could redeem us. It is said of many after they receive Christ that their countenance has changed for the better. 

By becoming a queen Esther delivered the whole land, she suggested that the tax in the land be reduced and it was reduced. 

As ambassadors of Christ we can stand in the gap and speak, pray on behalf of others. At some point Esther forgot that God had made her a queen not only for her benefit but also for the benefit of the nation. It was Mordecai who spoke to her and brought her back to her senses, that if she doesn’t stand up, the Jews may all be killed. We must never forget who we are in Christ and the responsibilities that God has placed upon us in respect of other brethren. Some of us even forget that we have spiritual fathers, because of the comforts of this world, just like Esther forgot where she came from because of the comforts in the palace. 
Est 4:16, NKJV. “16 "Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!" 
You can say the same about the situation that is facing you; if I perish, I perish!" Don’t be moved by the situation or circumstance before you. Esther understood that in order for the situation to change a fast was necessary. We can offer our bodies as living sacrifices. If you discipline your body, it will tell you, ‘I am tired, I am hungry, I am thirsty.’ This is a sign that we have forgotten who we are in Christ and in respect of our brethren. We must continually ask God, What can I do to ensure that things world is delivered?
God’s ears are not deaf that He cannot hear us. God says He knew us whilst we were still in our mother’s womb. Nobody will come and stand up for you so that you can then do something, you must stand up and take your position. 

Through the intervention of the Holy Spirit, after the fasting the by Jews, the situation was resolved. The Holy Spirit touched the heart of the king so that Esther had favour in his eyes and he said to her “What is your petition? It shall be granted you. What is your request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!" Est 5:6 NKJV.
Esther asked the king to invite Haman to the banquet. The devil forsook Haman, and the secret that Haman was behind the planned execution of the Jews came out. Sometimes people set traps with a specific person in mind but at the end of the day, the trap then destroys its owner. Sometimes we set traps with our mouths, sometimes with our hands. We must refuse to do this. 
At the end of the day, Haman was the one who was hanged and his house was given to Esther.

Again through the intervention of God, Mordecai was recognised by the king. Let us not betray our Lord, who loved us and died for us. We have to stand up, be ambassadors to the Lord. His kingdom is the only one that will stand for all eternity. 
The same happened to Joseph, he went through a lot and then at the end of the day, God used Joseph to deliver a whole nation. Can God use you to deliver a whole nation, for the benefit of the whole nation?

“Prayer Points” by Pastor Helena Raboshakga
1. Forgiveness of Sins

Ask God for forgiveness for being late to church. We always keep time with other things but the things of God. 

2. The Will of God
We must always ask God for the grace to do the will of God, not to be in church but to do His will. Jesus Christ said my food is to do the will of God. 

3. Safety
“4 Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; They will still be praising You. Selah” Ps 84:4, NKJV. It is safe to be in the house of the Lord. Some people were saved because when they were in trouble they ran to church and God saved their lives. 

4. Unity
“4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function,” Rom 12:4, NKJV. Unity promotes love and when there is unity and love there will be no division. Let’s ask God for the grace to love one another and to be united. The grace to refuse strife, contentions and divisions. 

5. Patience
Most people like to be pushed before they can do anything. Sometimes you can see that somebody needs help, just help that person without making a big scene about the whole issue. God, give us the grace to be patient and to serve you wholeheartedly and with patience. We must have patience even in rebuking each other in the things of the Lord. 
6. Contentment
“11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.” Phil 4:11-12, NKJV. We must be content in our life with what we have. There is a problem of people who are not happy when others are given an opportunity to stand on the pulpit to preach, sing or do any other thing. They are there because God has decided that they be there. Ask God for grace to be content.

7. Receiving Advice
“12 Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Lord, And teach out of Your law,” Ps 94:12 NKJV.
We are here because God is making us better citizens in heaven. We must not refuse when he is pruning, shaping and rebuking us. We must refuse the spirit of being stubborn when we are being advised. 
8. Boldness
“7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7, NKJV. Ask God for the grace to speak when things are not right or correct. Be bold enough to point people to what the scripture says about the wrongs or sins that they are committing in their lives. Be bold enough to stand for your brethren, your pastor, your faith. The bible says that since the days of John the Baptist the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence and the violent take it by force
9. Asking God
In everything we must ask God for Wisdom for God to be with us and to guide us. Lord we thank you for the spirit of wisdom in our lives. 

10. Readiness
We must always be ready for God. Give us the grace to be ready in respect of the things of God. Are we truly prepared for His kingdom?
11. Spirit of Love
God gave His son to die for us because of His love. “12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” John 15:12, NKJV. Owe no man no thing but to love them. Ask God for the grace to love one another and grace to love our enemies as well.

12. Pastor, wife, his children, 
Pray for your pastor, his wife and his children.
13. Chiefs and Headman in our midst
We must pray for our leaders.

14. Our Building Project
Ask God to intervene and give us the grace to finish this project as soon as possible. It is our responsibility, and we must stand up for it. We come from beautiful homes and we must make sure that the house of God is beautiful.

15. Spirit of Praying for One Another
Sometimes we must go for fasting, praying for somebody’s family. When we put 

the needs of others first, God will be with us and bless us. 

16. Restoration
Father, we humbly request you to restore us to the heights from which we have fallen. God, give us this grace, Oh God. 

17. Thanksgiving
Thank God for all this prayers and supplication because we believe that He has granted them and we receive them in Jesus’ name. 
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